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By excelling as a criminal justice leader in the delivery of quality
services, the Missouri State Highway Patrol will ensure Missouri is a
safe place to live or visit.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol will serve and protect all
people by enforcing laws and providing services to ensure a safe and
secure environment.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol believes public trust and re-
spect must be earned and are essential to attain our vision and ac-
complish our mission. To maintain public trust and respect, we em-
brace the following values:

lm — Uncompromising principle; honesty; steadfast adher-
ence to a strict ethical code.

Ihsponslblllty — Accountability; trustworthiness; use of good

judgment.

Rﬂw — Fairness without prejudice; appreciation for diversity.
Professionallsm - High standards; dedicated to our mission;

unified in purpose.

compaulon — Concern with human welfare; ability to appreci-

ate feelings or emotions of others.

Resourcefulness - Creativity; the ability to be effective in dif-

ficult situations.

Charaeter - We are committed to respecting individual dignity
in all people and to providing services in a fair, consistent, and im-
partial manner to the best of our ability. As caring and innovative
professionals, the men and women of the Missouri State Highway
Patrol will strive to maintain a safe environment through a service
orientated organization capable of addressing the most complex

f v challenges that confront us.
(A

1y, SUE, Commitment - We are committed to providing services from
4, \ , : knowledgeable, capable, and willing employees. We are commit-
ted to respecting each employee as an individual and for his or
her role in the department. We are committed to maintaining a
sense of pride and camaraderie within our department, and to
having a workplace where employees are supportive of each other
and loyal to the values and commitments of the department.
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To The Honorable Jeremiah W. “Jay” Nixon, Governor of Missouri

On behalf of the Missouri State Highway Patrol, it is our privilege to pres-
ent for your review the Missouri State Highway Patrol’s 2014 Annual Report.

This past year was certainly eventful. Troopers across the state responded
to Ferguson, MO, to provide security during the longest period of civil unrest
in our nation’s history. We were proud of how all of the troopers handled them-
selves in this tense atmosphere. Our Patrol Core Values were proudly dis-
played each and every day by the troopers who were in Ferguson, and those
across the state who worked shifts to cover while their zone mates were there.

We also want to make special note of the many entries on the Courage &
Dedication pages. The recognition included on that page shows how troopers
regularly go above and beyond the call of duty. Within the pages of the 2014
Annual Report, you will find evidence of enforcement projects and education
opportunities aimed at saving lives. This report also shows that all Patrol em-
ployees serve and protect the citizens of this great state with dedication, ex-
pertise, and professionalism.

We are confident the 2014 Annual Report will reflect the caliber of men

and women who are your Missouri State Highway Patrol.

Daniel Isom, Director
Department of Public Safety

Colonel Ronald K. Replogle, Superintendent
Missouri State Highway Patrol

Daniel Isom
Director
Department of Public Safety

Colonel Ronald K. Replogle
Superintendent
Missouri State Highway Patrol
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Missouri Medal 01 Valor

At a ceremony on December 18, 2014, Governor Jay Nixon presented 10 Missouri Medals
of Valor. Among the recipients were Troopers Daniel J. Johnson and Jason W. Philpott, Troop
G. This honor was the result of their extraordinary acts of courage after a flash flood in Doug-
las County. Tprs. Johnson and Philpott launched a Patrol boat, went to a mobile home, outfitted
the elderly couple with personal flotation devices, and placed them into the rescue boat. As they
pulled away, the vessel’s motor stalled after the propeller became entangled in barbed wire. The
vessel began turning and taking on water in the swift current. The troopers paddled vigorously,
attempting to get to a nearby outbuilding, but the boat capsized. All four occupants began drift-
ing downstream in the swift moving water, headed toward a certain crash into a flooded concrete
bridge. Tprs. Johnson and Philpott each swam to one of the elderly couple. Once they retrieved
them, they swam against the swift current and brought them to shore, just a few feet from the
edge of the concrete bridge.

State Employee 0f The Month Award

Governor Jay Nixon named Corporal Lance D. DeClue, Troop I, and Lieutenant Justin L.
McCullough, Troop F, January 2014 State Employees of the Month. The two officers were
working together in Troop I when they rescued four civilians and three firefighters from a flash
flood in 2013. (Cpl. DeClue and Lt. McCullough accepted the December 2013 DPS Employees of
the Month for the same incident.)

Troopers J. Shane Palmer and Brooks A. Pratt, Troop E, were named April 2014 State
Employee of the Month. Tprs. Palmer and Pratt also accepted the DPS Employee of the Month
award for March 2014 for the same incident. (See details below.)

DPS Employee 0i The Month Awards

The Department of Public Safety director presented the following DPS Employee of the
Month awards to Patrol employees in 2014:

January 2014 — Corporal Mike S. Bracker, Q/DDCC, was selected for this award for his
relentless effort throughout a two-year investigation involving numerous cattle thefts in
Southwest Missouri. There were no clues or evidence available for Cpl. Bracker to pur-
sue. However, his persistence and determination led to the identity, apprehension, and
arrest of the individual responsible for the theft and illegal sale of stolen cattle, in addi-
tion to over $200,000 in stolen property.

February 2014 — Sgt. Shawn L. Price, Q/AD, and Cpl. Freddie L. Butler Jr., and Trooper
Adam Miller, all Troop E, were selected as the February 2014 Employees of the Month.
Sgt. Price, Cpl. Butler, and Tpr. Miller were selected for this award for their individual,
yet critical, contributions in responding to an incident involving an abandoned vehicle,
rugged terrain, and an individual with known suicidal tendencies and subjected to pro-
longed exposure to nature’s elements. Collectively, their efforts saved the life of the vic-
tim.

March 2014 — Trooper J. Shane Palmer and Trooper Brooks A. Pratt, both Troop E, were
named March 2014 Employees of the Month. The award recognizes Tprs. Palmer and
Pratt for their responsiveness to a situation involving a single vehicle crash. The vehicle

Continued on the next page.



had traveled off the roadway and overturned in a water-filled drainage ditch. With the
ambient air temperature of 25 degrees, Tprs. Palmer and Pratt made numerous attempts
to save the life of the vehicle’s driver by entering the freezing cold water. They performed
an extraordinary act of heroism by extending far and beyond the call of duty in a situation
demanding immediate action that involved considerable personal danger to themselves.

May 2014 — Trooper Jeff S. Leathers, Troop I, accepted the May 2014 Employee of the
Month award for his response to a residential fire. Unselfishly, Tpr. Leathers entered a
burning residence — not once, but twice — to evacuate people and move them to an area
of safety. The second entry into the residence was more complicated than the first due to
nearby propane tanks exploding. Tpr. Leathers risked his own safety to save the life of a
young child from the burning residence.

June 2014 — Trooper Richie L. Ayers, Troop E, was named June 2014 Employee of the
Month. Tpr. Ayers was selected for this award as a result of his extraordinary act of hero-
ism in a dangerous situation. A flash flood trapped a citizen in Southeast Missouri on April
27, 2014. Tpr. Ayers acted unselfishly in a situation demanding immediate action and in-
volving considerable personal risk. During the initial rescue attempt, the patrol boat cap-
sized. Tpr. Ayers and a local officer swam to safety. Tpr. Ayers then swam to the stranded
citizen, who was injured. Tpr. Ayers moved the citizen to a safer location and gave him his
life jacket before making sure a rescue boat could gain access to them. Tpr. Ayers placed
himself in significant danger to rescue this injured man.

July 2014 — Sergeant Jeff C. Creech and Trooper Steve R. Peterson, accepted the July 2014
Employees of the Month award. Sgt. Creech and Tpr. Peterson exhibited selfless bravery
when rescuing two citizens trapped in a flooded roadway in Ralls County on May 11, 2014.
Sgt. Creech and Tpr. Peterson launched a patrol boat into the strong, rising current. After
retrieving the stranded motorists, the troopers transported them to safety. The situation
created a considerable danger to Sgt. Creech and Tpr. Peterson. Their assessment and
response to the situation saved the lives of both citizens.

August 2014 — DE Sprv. Tim Murphy, Troop A, accepted the August 2014 Employee of the
Month award. DE Sprv. Murphy was selected for this award for his courageous actions,
which resulted in his saving two lives. While administering a driver examination, DE Sprv.
Murphy saw smoke from a nearby neighborhood. He directed the young driver license
applicant toward the smoke and located a burning residence. DE Sprv. Murphy requested
emergency assistance, ran to the residence, and removed two occupants, one of which
was elderly and unable to walk without assistance. DE Sprv. Murphy went above and be-
yond what is normally expected without regard for his personal safety.

November 2014 — Sergeant Mike P. Quilty, Troop H, was named November 2014 Employ-
ee of the Month. Sgt. Quilty was selected for his quick and innovate thinking under ex-
tremely difficult conditions, which resulted in saving the lives of eight individuals trapped
in flash floodwaters. Sgt. Quilty responded first to Missouri Route N north of Mound City
to rescue a driver whose vehicle had been washed off the roadway. He then responded to
Interstate 29 where floodwaters cover a small section of roadway trapping an additional
seven people. Sgt. Quilty’s knowledge of the area and the positive working relationships
with area agencies were instrumental in bringing this incident to a successful conclusion.
During the rescue, Sgt. Quilty gave his life jacket to one of the victims who otherwise

Continued on the next page.



wouldn’t have had one. The courage and bravery Sgt. Quilty displayed speaks volumes
about his character; he did not hesitate to place himself in harm’s way for the safety of
others.

2014 Pairol Awards

Benjamin Oliver Booth Officer Of The Year
Corporal Carl W. Bone, Troop C

Civilian Of The Year
Clerk Typist III Jamie L. Maddux, Troop I

Meritorious Service Awards
Corporal Richie L. Ayers, Troop E
Trooper Jeff S. Leathers, Troop I
Driver Examiner Supervisor Tim Murphy, Troop A

Lifesaving Awards
Lieutenant Dale O. Jinkens, Troop A
Commercial Vehicle Officers Supervisor Dave O. Bagley, Troop A
Driver Examiner Supervisor Jennifer M. Whiting, Troop A
Sergeant Mike P. Quilty, Troop H
Trooper W. Shawn Lashmet, Troop D
Trooper Ryan W. Pace, Troop G
Trooper Brandon M. Parker, Troop A
Driver Examiner III Cota R. Watson, Troop A
Ms. Jurrell A. Vance
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The Patrol held 61 sobriety checkpoints, which yielded 195 driving while intoxicated ar-
rests. (See Enforcement Section for details.)

The Patrol’s marine operations troopers held sobriety checkpoints on Missouri’s lakes and
saturations on Missouri’s rivers throughout 2014. In June, marine operations troopers par-
ticipated in Operation Dry Water. (See Enforcement Section for details.)

In addition to the daily enforcement of construction/work zones, the Patrol held 227 spe-
cial enforcement operations in 15 construction/work zones.

The 2014 Click It Or Ticket campaign took place over a two-week period. During this Se-
lective Traffic Enforcement Program, 1,493 traffic stops were made. (See Enforcement Sec-
tion for more details.)

Operation C.A.R.E. -- The Highway Patrol participated in Operation C.A.R.E. (Combined
Accident Reduction Effort) over the major holidays in 2014. The Patrol has participated in
Operation C.A.R.E. since 1978.

20-Mile Trooper -- During 2014, special enforcement known as 20-Mile Trooper, targeted
interstate and U.S. highways in an effort to promote safety and reduce traffic crashes. Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol troopers patrolled at 20-mile intervals to maximize their vis-
ibility in the highest volume traffic areas. The 20-Mile Trooper projects took place during
Memorial Day, July Fourth, Labor Day, and Thanksgiving holiday weekends. This resulted
in a total of 6,360 arrests and 7,328 warnings in 2014.

Troopers presented 111 boater education courses to 2,333 students. Another 10,160 stu-
dents took the course online.

Statewide, 13 public information and education officers provided programs and dis-
plays, and disseminated news releases and public service announcements. (See Public In-
formation & Education Division on page 47 for more details of their activities in 2014.)
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The Missouri State Highway Patrol is organized
pursuant to Chapter 43 RSMo. The statutes within
Chapter 43 RSMo. established the Patrol and designated
the superintendent as being in command of the agency.
The superintendent performs the functions and duties
prescribed by Missouri law, administrative regulations,
and directives from the governor.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol command
structure includes five bureaus: Field Operations,
Criminal Investigation, Technical Services, Support

Services, and Administrative Services. Colonel Ronald K. Replogle

AssistanigSuperintendent

All five bureau commanders and the director of
the Professional Standards Division report directly
to the assistant superintendent. The Patrol’s legal
counsel is assigned to the agency by the Missouri
Attorney General’s Office.

Lieutenant Colonel
Sandra K. Karsten

ChieiiONtaln

The chief of staff serves at the pleasure of the
superintendent. He is considered a member of the
Patrol’s command staff and serves as the Patrol’s

legislative liaison.

Major Kemp A. Shoun



The Professional Standards Division was established
in 1990, as part of a reorganization of the Patrol’s man-
agement structure. The division provides management
with a centralized investigative unit that conducts agency-
wide internal disciplinary investigations in a consistent, Capt. Corey J. Schoeneberg
professional, impartial, and timely manner. The division’s Director
primary function is to ensure the integrity of the Patrol
and its personnel, both commissioned and civilian em-
ployees. This is accomplished through a comprehensive
and objective process of investigating allegations :
of employee misconduct. Compla““s By Year

The goal of the Professional Standards Divi- / \
sion is to respond in an appropriate and timely
manner to all allegations of misconduct through =
detailed investigations, not only to verify allega- 120 104
tions, if true, but also to protect employees from o8
false allegations. The division closely monitors 100
departmental disciplinary procedures to pro-
mote uniformity and impartiality in the discipline
process, identify potential problems, and pos- 60 |
sible corrective actions, and safeguard the rights
and due process protections of both citizens and 40 1
employees.

During calendar year 2014, the Professional
Standards Division processed 88 complaints of 0 . .
misconduct against employees. The complaints k 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 /
of misconduct came from both the general pub-
lic and internal sources. Forty-five percent of
the complaints came from the general public, 25 percent - -
were from Patrol employees, one complaint was anony- llllﬁl'llal lllveSllgalll)lIS
mous, and 28 percent were administrative referrals
within the agency. Of these 88 complaints, 39 were 4 1—Other \
resolved to the complainants’ satisfaction without the il
need for a formal investigation. Investigators assigned
to the Professional Standards Division handled all in-
ternal cases requiring a formal investigation in 2014.
Furthermore, the division investigated two incidents
during the year involving the use of deadly force by an
employee, one involving a Patrol vessel crash, and also
conducted 22 special inquiries at the direction of the
superintendent.

The “Complaints By Year” chart included with this
report reflects the Professional Standards Division’s
annual statistics for the total number of complaints 24— Investigated
submitted against Patrol employees for the past five k Complaints
years.

107 106

80

20

Investigation

22 — Special Inquiry 26— Resolved
— Resolvel
Complaints
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Major J. Bret Johnson is commander of the Field
Operations Bureau with oversight responsibility for the
Aircraft Division, Water Patrol Division, all nine troops,
the canine units, marijuana eradication, Major Crash
Investigation Unit, Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT)
teams, Filling a V.O.I.D. Program, and Field Training and

Evaluation Program.

Major J. Bret Johnson
Commander

Captain Gregory K. Smith Captain Mark E. Richerson
Operations Section Administration Section
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Canine (K-9) Program

The Missouri State Highway Patrol has 11 canine
units assigned throughout the state. In 2014, officers
received 564 requests for service. The canine teams con-
ducted 229 vehicle sniffs, including passenger vehicles
and commercial motor vehicles, 21 building searches,
and 50 tracking events. These tracking events included
suspects, escapees, and search and rescue missions. The
canine teams conducted 24 public appearances and ca-
nine demonstrations throughout the state for schools and
civic organizations. Seizures credited to the canine team
in 2014 included: 369 pounds of marijuana, 74 pounds of
cocaine, three pounds of crystal and liquid methamphet-
amine, and varying amounts of other illegal narcotics.
The canine teams seized approximately $387,294 in Unit-
ed States currency. The canine teams were responsible
for seizing numerous items related to other felonious ac-
tivities, such as weapons and stolen property.

Special Weapons & Tactics Teams

The Missouri State Highway Patrol has four fully
equipped SWAT teams located in Troop A, Troop C,
Troop D, and Troop F. The teams are comprised of of-
ficers assigned to regular road duty and DDCC. In 2014,
the Patrol SWAT teams responded to 30 incidents and
numerous other calls for service. Some of these calls
required only our SWAT equipment (armored vehicles)
escorted by a few team members, but not a full team de-
ployment. The activations included barricaded subjects,
high-risk search and arrest warrants, diplomatic (presi-
dential and gubernatorial) security details, manhunts,
and civil unrest missions during the events in Ferguson.
During 2014, all four teams participated in annual train-
ing in their respected troops, in addition to monthly train-
ing throughout the year.

Operation C.A.R.E.

The Missouri State Highway Patrol takes an active
role in the Operation C.A.R.E. program, both nationally
and in Region VII. C.A.R.E. operations were conducted
on all major highways throughout the annual holiday pe-
riods. In 2014, officers of the Missouri State Highway Pa-
trol made 522 DWI (alcohol/drug) arrests, 12,332 speed
arrests, 5,515 seat belt arrests, 387 child seat violation
arrests, and 859 drug arrests during C.A.R.E. operations.
Troopers also recorded 13,880 motorist assists and inves-

tigated 1,727 traffic crashes during C.A.R.E. operations.

(riminal Interdiction

The interdiction of contraband transported on Mis-
souri’s highways continues to be a priority of the Mis-
souri State Highway Patrol. In 2014, troopers made 140
criminal arrests and seized 1,715 pounds of marijuana,
104 pounds of cocaine, 81 pounds of methamphetamine,
14 ounces of heroin, six pounds psilocybin mushrooms,
32 weapons, and $1,743,166 in currency.

Sobriety Checkpoints

The Patrol conducted 61 sobriety checkpoint opera-
tions during 2014, checking more than 23,301 vehicles
for impaired drivers. A total of 195 persons were arrested
for driving while intoxicated. The Patrol made 1,024 total
arrests while conducting sobriety checkpoints through-
out the state, including 108 misdemeanor drug arrests,
23 felony drug arrests, and eight other felony arrests.
The Patrol also issued 1,344 warnings. The sobriety
checkpoints are funded by a grant from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, through the Mis-
souri Department of Transportation Office of Highway
Safety.

Operation Dry Water

The Patrol’s marine enforcement troopers took part
in Operation Dry Water, a national crackdown on im-
paired boaters June 27-29, 2014. Troopers arrested a total
of eight people statewide for boating while intoxicated,
contacted 431 vessels and 1,390 boaters, and issued 72
boating violation summonses and 390 warnings. Marine
operations troopers also issued 29 summonses for non-
boating violations during the 2014 Operation Dry Water
weekend.

Major Crash Investigation Unit

The Patrol’s Major Crash Investigation Unit has team
offices located in Higginsville, MO, Wentzville, MO, Rog-
ersville, MO, and Jackson, MO. Each team is comprised
of four members for a total of 16 full-time crash investiga-
tors.

The following details represent the number of
crashes reconstructed by each team: Team 1, Higgins-
ville—26; Team 2, Wentzville—36; Team 3, Rogers-

Continued on the next page.
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ville—32 (including one marine reconstruction); and
Team 4, Jackson—31. MCIU personnel also completed
268 technical supplements, and responded to 179 other
calls for service to assist Patrol members and other agen-
cies with the mapping of homicide scenes, crash data re-
trieval system downloads, photography of crash scenes,
mapping, and to provide additional crash scene analysis.

Click It or Ticket

The Click It or Ticket operation is an occupant pro-
tection Selective Traffic Enforcement Program (STEP).
The 2014 enforcement campaigns lasted two weeks.
Various enforcement techniques were used during the
period of enforcement, which include both saturation and
routine patrols. Although different enforcement methods
are conducted throughout the state, maintaining high vis-
ibility during this operation is critical to increasing public
awareness and increasing seat belt usage. As
aresult of 1,493 traffic stops, the following ar-

ing 2014, the Patrol provided the following crime victim
assistance:
Children—59, Adults—265, Elderly—26.

Dive Team

In 2014, the Missouri State Highway Patrol Dive
Team consisted of 13 divers, comprised of members from
both highway and marine operations assignments. Divers
were called to respond to a total of 51 calls for assistance
from federal, state, and local agencies, in which 22 recov-
eries, nine not recovered, and 16 unfounded results were
reported. The Patrol requested the Dive Team on 33 oc-
casions, and other agencies accounted for the remaining
18 dive requests. The dive operations included searches
for bodies, weapons, vehicles, stolen items, and public
service dives.

2014 Dive Operations

rests were made:
/

B Seat Belt—517

B Child Restraint—20

B DWI—6

B CVErelated Arrests—3

B Speed—372

B C&I—3

B Failed To Yield—2

W Stop Sign—4

B Following Too Close—9

-

Total Dive Operations
MSHP Dives

Other Agency Dives
Recovery Made

No Recovery Made
Unfounded

Canceled En Route

T 33
— 18
I 22
I ©

— e

4

B Non-Moving Violations—189

B Misdemeanor Drugs—10

B Other Misdemeanor Arrests—67
B Felony Aarrests—10

B Driver License Arrests—71

Recreational Boating Crashes

350
Additionally, 1,557 warnings were written.

Filling a V.0.LD. (Victims of Im- |
paired Drivers)

The Missouri State Highway Patrol provides
comprehensive assistance to victims of DWl-related
(driving while impaired) crashes through the Filling &0
a V.O.L.D. program. Troopers, in addition to a civil- 0
ian victim advocate, help victims and their families
obtain assistance from victim service providers. Dur-
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Organized in 1931. @ Located in Lee’s Summit, MO. @ Serves 13 counties.

On February 18, 2014, Trooper Dennis D. Mathes
conducted a traffic stop on Interstate 70 in Saline County.
During the course of the traffic stop, Tpr. Mathes noticed
the driver appeared overly nervous. Tpr. Mathes asked
for and was given consent to search the vehicle, and sub-
sequently located six pounds of methamphetamine in the
wall of the passenger side door.

On February 25, 2014, a 67-year-old Napoleon, MO,
resident suffered an apparent heart attack in the park-
ing lot of the Missouri State Highway Patrol’s Motor
Vehicle Inspection/Driver Examination facility, in Lee’s
Summit, MO. Driver Examiner Supervisor Jennifer M.
Whiting, Commercial Vehicle Officer David O. Bagley,
and Lieutenant Dale O. Jinkens responded to the area
and observed an unconscious, white male victim lying
on the ground, surrounded by other citizens. The three
Patrol employees performed cardio-pulmonary resus-
citation until emergency medical services from Lee’s
Summit arrived and took over. EMS personnel applied
several shocks from an automated external defibrillator
before transporting the man to St. Luke’s Medical Cen-
ter emergency room. Medical personnel later confirmed
the victim had suffered an apparent heart attack and had
regained consciousness. The actions of the three Pa-
trol employees were directly responsible for saving this
man’s life.

For the second year in a row, on October 2,
2014, the 21st Annual Corporal Michael E. Webster
blood drive was a coordinated, statewide event.
Numerous law enforcement agencies, fire de-
partments, universities, and community colleges
teamed up to hold blood drives in Cpl. Webster’s
memory. Because each pint (unit) can save up to
three lives, nearly 1,500 lives may be saved thanks
to the many donors and volunteers.

Troop A personnel kicked off the 13th Annual
Michael L. Newton Toy Drive, which resulted in
$5,000 worth of toys being delivered to children at
the Ronald McDonald House and Kansas Univer-
sity Medical Center.

Troopers in Troop A investigated crashes in-
volving 75 fatalities and marine operations troopers
investigated five drownings and one boating fatal-
ity. Troop A personnel conducted student alliance
programs in the Platte County School District, Ray-
town School District, and Fort Osage School Dis-
trict. The Troop A commercial vehicle inspectors
and officers conducted 12,304 inspections which

Capt. Eric T. Olson
Commanding Officer

included 6,141 out-of-service violations and 32,171 safety
violations. CVE personnel also made 9,044 arrests dur-
ing 2014. Troop A’s Support Enforcement Interstate Zone
and officers made 40 arrests, seized 173 pounds of mari-
juana, seized 67 pounds of methamphetamine, and also
seized $207,540. During 2014, Troop A Motor Vehicle
Inspector Corporal C. Nate Bradley recovered 72 stolen
vehicles which totaled approximately $1,018,500.

Tpr. Bryan J.
Hamerle enjoyed
spending time with
the fifth graders

at Warren Hill
Elementary School
in Liberty, MO. He
is pictured with one
of his new buddies.
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Organized in 1931. @ Located in Macon, MO. @ Serves 16 counties.

During 2014, Troop B observed the retirements of
Sergeants Jeffery C. Creech and Kevin W. Hyatt; and
Chief Driver Examiner Nancy D. Gottman. The retire-
ments marked over 80 years of combined service to the
Missouri State Highway Patrol.

On March 23, 2014, Troop B area high school stu-
dents representing 16 schools completed a two-day Stu-
dent Alliance Program at the Troop B Headquarters.
This was the fourth such program
conducted in Troop B since 2011.
During the program, students
were familiarized with many du-
ties performed by a Missouri state
trooper.

On April 1, 2014, troopers
were called to investigate a bus
crash in Lewis County, on Route
C, north of Ewing, MO. An inves-
tigation determined that a Lewis
County C-1 School bus had trav-
eled off the roadway and over-
turned. As a result of the crash, 31
passengers were transported to
various area hospitals with minor
to serious injuries.

On May 14, 2014, Trooper
Tabitha D. Crutchfield, Zone 11 (Monroe and Randolph
counties) was recognized for her work efforts and profes-
sionalism by the Moberly Optimist Club at their annual
“Salute to Law Enforcement” banquet.

On June 7, 2014, Troop B officers were notified that a
25-year-old from Chula, MO, who was sought by numer-
ous Northwest Missouri law enforcement authorities for
various crimes and a parole violation, was possibly in a
vehicle in the Bucklin, MO, area. Troop B officers began
a search of the area and at approximately 2:10 a.m., on
June 8, 2014, officers located the suspect vehicle on U.S.
Highway 36, in Macon County. A traffic stop was initiated
with the assistance of the Macon County Sheriff’s De-
partment. During the stop, the suspect pointed a hand-
gun at officers and fired a shot from inside the vehicle. A
trooper fired one shot from his duty weapon, striking the
suspect in the leg. The suspect was taken into custody
and transported to the Samaritan Hospital in Macon with
a non-life threatening injury. He was later released from
the hospital and incarcerated in the Macon County Jail.
He was charged with numerous felony violations.

Capt. James E. Wilt
Commanding Officer

Sgt. Brent
Bernhardt (r)
accepted a “Lay

1k an\"f ,, Down the Law
1 ONMPL Fe Award” from the
I the -U Blueprint For

Safer Roadways
Coalition. Col.
Ron Replogle, Dr.
Deanna Depue,
and Ms. Michelle
Gibler are also
pictured.

On September 30, 2014, Troop B Public Information
and Education Officer Sergeant Brent J. Bernhardt was
presented the statewide “Lay Down the Law Award” at
the 2014 Blueprint for Safer Roadways Conference held
in St. Louis, MO. Sgt. Bernhardt was recognized for his
dedication and passion to traffic safety, and for the nu-
merous presentations he has made during his tenure as
the Troop B PIEO.

On November 10, 2014, 19 Troop B area residents
completed a 10-week Community Alliance Program con-
ducted at the Troop B Headquarters. This was the 10th
program of this type conducted in Troop B since 2001.
During the program, participants were familiarized with
many facets of the Patrol.
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On March 1, 2014, St. Louis hosted the 2014 Mardi
Gras Grand Parade and Celebration. The St. Louis Metro-
politan Police Department requested assistance from the
Missouri State Highway Patrol and members of Troop C
assisted with the event and other traffic-related activities.

On Sunday, May 18, 2014, members of Troop C pro-
vided traffic control and served as the lead and tail ve-
hicles in the 2014 Annie Malone May Day Parade in St.
Louis, MO.

On Sunday, June 1, 2014, Mungenast Motorsports
hosted a fundraising event to provide financial support to
The MASTERS (Missouri Association of State Troopers
Emergency Relief Society). The event was titled, “Roll for
the Patrol,” and involved a motorcycle ride that started
in St. Louis County and ended in Arcadia, MO. Troop C
officers provided traffic assistance during the motorcycle
ride to ensure the safety of riders, as well as other motor-
ists on the roadway.

The St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department re-
quested assistance from the Missouri State Highway Pa-
trol for the 2014 Fair St. Louis—Veiled Prophet Parade and
Fair which was held on July 3-5, 2014. Members of Troop
C provided traffic direction, enforcement, and other re-
lated duties.

At approximately 1:33 p.m. on August 9, 2014, Troop
C received a call from Ferguson (MO) Police Depart-
ment to respond and assist with an officer-involved shoot-
ing. The responding officers were unaware they were
some of the first officers on the scene of what would
become the longest period of civil unrest in American
history. During the next couple days, tensions between
protesters and police grew. Thus, Governor Jay Nixon di-
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Capt. Ronald S. Johnson
Commanding Officer

rected the Missouri State Highway Patrol to step forward
in a security role. Captain Ronald S. Johnson, current
Troop C troop commander, was named head of security
in Ferguson with the hope of restoring peace and order
to the devastated community. Over the next four months,
looting, rioting, and violence plagued the Ferguson
community. Even through the violence and devastation,
troopers were able to reach out to the community and
show their support. Troopers connected to people of all
ages, and in one example of their community policing ap-
proach, troopers spent their own money to restore a run-
down basketball goal, provided a new basketball for the
neighborhood children, and later shot a few hoops with
them. This is just one example of many. Over the four
months of unrest, troopers from all over the state were
sent to assist with maintaining security in Ferguson and
the surrounding area.

Troopers participated in Mothers Against Drunk
Driving’s 2014 “Heroes for Heroes” event. During the
event, 15 troopers were honored for their dedication in
removing impaired drivers from the roadway. These offi-
cers combined for a total of 745 driving while intoxicated
arrests.

Capt. Ron Johnson speaks to troopers
and officers from other departments
before a security detail begins a shift in
Ferguson, MO.




Organized in 1931. @ Located in Springfield, MO. @ Serves 18 counties.

On January 3, 2014, troopers responded to an air-
plane that had landed in eastern Taney County near For-
syth, MO, in Bull Shoals Lake. Two men in a 1960 Piper
single-engine airplane were flying to Texas when the pilot

experienced mechanical problems and had to land in the

water. Both were able to escape from the aircraft and
swim to shore, with only minor injuries.
On January 12, the pilot of a Southwest Airlines 737

mistakenly landed at M. Graham Clark Downtown Air-
port near Branson, MO, instead of the intended desti-
nation of the Branson Airport to the southeast. Despite
landing on the 3,738 foot runway as opposed to the de-
sired 7,140 foot runway, no injuries were reported and
there was no damage to the aircraft or runway. Troopers

assisted with check-
ing on passengers and
securing the aircraft
overnight. They also
assisted with traffic
control around the
airport as the aircraft,
void of passengers,
took off the next day
and continued to Dal-
las.

From June 6-8, in
the Branson area, the
Patrol provided on-
site security and traf-
fic assistance for the
inaugural PGA Cham-
pions Tour, Legends
of Golf Tournament.
Troopers were tasked
with security at both
Top of the Rock and
Buffalo Ridge golf

courses south of Branson as marquis golfers on the
Champions Tour vied for a $2.75 million purse.
In a weeklong salute to law enforcement, the inau-

A trooper provides traffic control for an empty Southwest Airlines 737 to
take off from the M. Graham Clark Airport where it landed in error. Its
destination was the Branson Airport.

gural America’s Hometown Heroes was held in Branson
from June 13 to June 21. Among the events troopers
helped plan or attended were opening ceremonies, a golf

Capt. Juan O. Villanueva
Commanding Officer

tournament held at Point Royale, a police motorcycle ro-
deo competition, 5K run, and a shooting competition.

On October 3, approximately 40 troopers along with
local law enforcement personnel provided event security
and route coverage during a visit to Joplin, MO, by Vice
President Joe Biden. Biden was in Joplin for the dedication

ceremony of the new
Joplin High School &
Franklin Technology
Center. The new com-
bined vocational and
high school was built
to replace the original
buildings destroyed by
the May 2011 tornado.
Troop D con-
cluded the year with
the Eighth Annual
Corporal John A. “Jay”
Sampietro Jr. Toy
Drive. The drive re-
mains a cooperative
effort between the Mis-
souri State Highway
Patrol, Krispy Kreme
Doughnuts, and the
Children’s Miracle Net-
work of Cox Health.
The effort honors Cpl.

Sampietro, who died in the line of duty on August 17,
2005, and is designed to brighten the holiday for children
forced to spend the Christmas season in the hospital.
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The first three months of 2014 were marked with bit-
ter temperatures, freezing rain, and snow on a weekly, if
not daily, basis in Troop E. By mid-March, the tempera-
ture began to rise and the snow and ice finally melted,
giving way to another beautiful spring in Southeast Mis-
souri.

On February 1, 2014, Lieutenant Steven B. Nieder-
korn retired after more than 35 years of service. On
September 1, 2014, Troop E Driver Examiner Supervi-
sor Randy Sue Markham retired after serving with the
Missouri State Highway Patrol for nearly 21 years, and
her husband, Sergeant David M. Markham, retired after
more than 37 years of dedicated service. Dave and Randy
were the first husband and wife team employed in Troop
E.

Troop E sent a contingent of officers to the civil un-
rest in Ferguson, MO, during the latter part of 2014.

A new radio tower was installed in Cape Girardeau
County to cover the east side of the troop.

The Troop E Driver’s Examination Division adminis-
tered 42,980 examinations.

Troop E experienced an eight percent decrease in
fatalities from 2013.

The kitchen at Troop Headquarters was renovated
during late spring and early summer. The makeover con-
sisted of new countertops, backsplash, appliances, and
paint.

Organized in 1931. @ Located in Poplar Bluff, MO. @ Serves 13 counties.

Capt. George E. Ridens
Commanding Officer

(1 to r) Capt. George
E. Ridens, Troop

E, was proud to
congratulate Tpr.
Richard Ayers for
being named DPS
Employee of the
Month For June
2014.

(I'to ) Col. Ron Replogle, Patrol superintendent, presented an MSHP challenge coin
to Tpr. Joe Palmer and Tpr. Brooks Pratt, both Troop E, after they accepted March
2014 DPS Employee of the Month awards from DPS Director Jerry Lee.
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In 2014, a new section of U.S. Highway 50 opened in
Osage County. The new roadway extends east and west
from the Osage/Cole County line to just west of Linn,
MO.

The NAACP participated in a walk through the Capt. Gregory D. Kindle
Troop F counties of Gasconade, Osage, and Cole. The Commanding Officer
march was in protest to the events in Ferguson, MO, ear-
lier in the year. Troopers from
Troop F provided escorts to
promote the safety of the pedes-
trians.

On July 5, 2014, two Central
Missouri residents died after two
boats collided on the Gascon-
ade River. A 1999 Gator jet boat
driven by a 29-year-old man from
Freeburg, MO, collided head-on
with a 1991 Alumaweld jet boat
driven by a 44